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A ticket to better voting

1T TIME FOR UTAH TO ELIMINATE STRAIGHT-TICKET OPTION
Wewould ljke fo say straight-ickel voting isa vestige fromaby:
gotie &, butthe trpthiis ng foultliat naver was approprd- - -
atddrauy era, Voters oughl fo be Torced to confront every candidate

o & ballot and make a choice, That is especially true now: that Utah.

i lanely Decoming a vofe-by-mail state. '

The Uish Legislature is considering HB70,a bill that would efim-
inet s wption on Utah's ballots. Tt is gponsored by Rep. Patrice
Atgat, 8 Demnerat; and Sen, Curt Brainble, s Republican, and has
biptitisay suppott. Talready was passed by the House Government
Operatity Committes Astmilar lw passed the House Tast vony

but fafled to get a tsearinig in the Senate because time van out On the
sesuion.

Thiy year, i desayves to become Taw.

Dielsard party faithiel may erjoy the convenlence of cherling a hox
that-autonmatically casts 4 vote for every meniber-of that party en e
batlot, but the truth 1 ik longstanding feature causes a greal deal
ofconlugion. o

County clerks say seme vaters wesime the box is nothing more than.
8 declavation of party membership, mid that chocking it registis
them In the.party: Some, therefore, go-ahead and rark bajlots for
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- A3 e commitlee hoaring, Arenttold of being approached by
people whitell lier they voted for her becayse they chiecked the
shrafghi-tiziel Repubilicin box —~ something that is of little conifort
to the Milloveck Democsat. S '

But fhe Wiggest danger with straight-ticket voling is that those who -
toark thebox often niaglect to-vaie separately in ‘the-nonparlisan fag-
e darther down the hallot, or for judicial vetention proposals or the
propositicns and constitetional amehdments thid tend to come last,

When voters use electionic machines, computers can alert them
thit they have failed to cast ballots inthese races. But mail-in paper
buffots obvioudy lack thet capabilily. ' '

. Monpartlsan rces incade candidates for school boards, positions '
“thal solidify the close relationship between vaters and the education

sysbem; Judinial retintion voles give people the rare opportunity to
s Jodnenent op members of the judicial branch, whose-décisions
affort lives om 4. daily Tasis, And batlot propositions often allow
eitizeus a direet voiee 1 the crontion of law or fo mend the stats
conEdtution _ o

But i thls apachronistic voting mechantsn wasn't it for anyaga, it
is capeclally not compatille with the fiformation sge, Muiln voling
allowg penple the fowmiry of taling time to resparch and study candi-
Aatesand tastog, Intelligent interet seirches and voter dnformation
pamphlets can ghide this process, leading to more foformed voler
decisigns than arything that was possible only a few years age,

Tow states maintaln o stealohibiicket option, Anether wo-sponsor,
Rep., Coalg Hall, RWest Valley Clty, said 70% of is constituents wha
returngd arecent survey indicated they want to elfminate it/ Clearly,
the tinir bas come, . _ ‘

Avent said, “We want people to be thoughtlal voters,” That le-a
worthy goal. Thers may be no sure way to make This so, hut ellmioat-
ing stradghbicket voting would cuf down o the chunces it willbe
otherwise,




